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A standout moment of the Fiesta was the
fashion show featuring traditional
costumes, showcased by WFS alumni.
Fifteen representatives from eight
different nations electrified the audience,
earning rounds of cheers and applause.

The 2023 Friend of the Year Award was
proudly presented to the Simply Business
Iceland Trek Team, who generated over
$19,000 for WFS by undertaking a
sponsored trek in Iceland to witness the
Northern Lights.
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Dear Friend, 

In 2023, we reached a significant milestone at the Waltham Family
School (WFS), celebrating its 20th anniversary of fostering
educational growth among Waltham families mastering English.
Established in 2003, WFS has positively influenced the lives of over
500 families through education.
 
The Friends of the Waltham Family School (FWFS) were thrilled to
commemorate this special anniversary with the first in-person
Fiesta! event since 2019, a landmark and highly successful
occasion. The event was a sell-out, attracting over 180 attendees
and raising more than $55,000 for WFS.

CELEBRATING OUR 20TH
ANNIVERSARY

Tracy McMahon
FWFS President 
2021- Present

This year also marked the formation of the
inaugural Waltham Family School Alumni Group.
Initiated by graduates to maintain connections,
their enthusiasm was palpable and pivotal in both
establishing the group and organizing their
inaugural event, the fashion show at the Fiesta.
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Tracy McMahon
Board President
Friends of the Waltham Family School 

We were also pleased to welcome Jessica
Herwick, Director of Education and Community
Programs from Waltham Fields Community
Farm to our FWFS Advisory Council.

The year concluded with a memorable
graduation ceremony and the awarding of
scholarships in the summer. Two Suffolk
University students, Ashley Marquez Gonzales,
a sophomore, and Mayeli Ramirez, a freshman,
each received scholarships worth $1,250.

In conclusion, heartfelt thanks go to the City of Waltham and Waltham Public Schools for their
steadfast support and partnership, contributing over 75% of our operational funding. Our
gratitude also extends to all our donors, sponsors, supporters, and volunteers. Your faith in our
mission and your assistance have been instrumental in enabling us to provide opportunities for
parents to enhance their skills, advocate for their children's education, and emerge as
community leaders.

Sincerely,



In 2022, the Waltham Family School introduced an exciting
new initiative: a music program. Taking place every other
Friday, this program, dubbed "Music in Motion," is designed
to enhance social-emotional learning through a blend of
music and physical activity. For the first time in its nearly two-
decade existence, the Waltham Family School is able to offer
such a unique program.

This program not only offers a delightful opportunity for fun
but also aids in the development of fine motor skills,
movement coordination, and social interaction. Beyond these
benefits, it serves as a special bonding experience for
parents and their children.
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

Music in Motion

Waltham Fields and Healthy Waltham

During the Summer, families enjoyed a week long camp at Waltham Fields Community Farm,
learning together and enjoying nature. They painted, completed art projects, played in nature, cut
flowers and herbs, and petted bunnies. Waltham Fields Community Farm and Healthy Waltham
also visited the Waltham Family School during the year. They introduced a range of unique
vegetables, offering insights into how to prepare and cook with them. To complement this
educational experience, the families were given grocery bags filled with fresh produce to take
home.

Coffee and Conversation

Throughout the school year, we organized a series of
"Coffee and Conversation" gatherings. These meetings
offered parents and community members a wonderful
opportunity to engage in discussions, allowing them to
connect and get to know each other more intimately. The
interactions were so enjoyable and engaging that they often
extended beyond the scheduled time. Additionally,
attendees had the opportunity to learn more about the
Waltham Family School and were given a tour of the
facility.



F I N A N C I A L  S T A T E M E N T
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T H A N K  Y O U  P A R T N E R S  
A N D  D O N O R S !  

Kimberli and Adrian

"I have one son, Adrian in the
preschool at Waltham Family School.

We are from Guatemala. The
Waltham Family School is very good.
I love this program, because it helped

me learn English. When I started, I
didn't know any English. But this

year, I learned many words. My son
is very happy with this program. He

also learned a lot here. Thank you to
WFS for this opportunity."

“We are from Guatemala and my son Ariel is
four years old. My experience with Waltham
Family School has been one of the best. It

has helped me to communicate more. I have
made many friends. My teacher Jane has

taught me how to express myself more. I am
grateful to be part of the WFS program.”

Leydi and Ariel
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F W F S  B O A R D  
Tracy McMahon, Education Development Center, Inc., Board

President
Gwen Pojasek, Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall, Board Vice

President, Chair Governance Committee
David King, Consultant; retired Waltham Public Schools, Board

Treasurer, Chair Finance Committee
Kate Tranquada, Lincoln Public Library, Board Clerk

Mike Chen, Cisco Systems, Inc.
Kristen Lucken, Brandeis University

Alexa Cuellar, Waltham Partnership for Youth

Amy Schaffer, Community Volunteer,Development
Committee Chair 

Elaine Wong, retired, Brandeis University
Dr. Brian Reagan, Waltham Public Schools * 

Jackie Herrera, Waltham Family School * 
* Ex Officio

FWFS Contractors 
Patricia Deveaux, Koundakjian & Company,P.C. 

Anne Dugan, AMD EventWorks, LLC. 
Emily Citrone, Consulting and Coaching, LLC

Jackie Herrera, Program Coordinator  
Susana Saldaña Sanchez, Assistant
Program Coordinator  
Jane Ansin, ESOL Teacher
Glenda Fernandez, WFS Preschool
Assistant
Sara Ixam, WFS Preschool Assistant
Julie Leger‐Fullerton, ESOL Teacher 
Meg Maehl, WFS Preschool Lead Teacher  
Dayana Ramirez, Program Support
Assistant 
Yeni Velasquez - Bachelor Social Work
Intern

A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L

W F S  S T A F F  

Liz AlJammal
Alexandra Babbist
Larry Bailis
Marina Paige Bartley
Alemayehu Bekele
Alwina Bennett
Elizabeth Brach
Debra Brush
Gabriela Canepa
Ana Carmona
Ginger Connearney
Connee Counts
Katherine Cunningham
Kaytie Dowcett
Marianne Duffy
Anne Dugan
Rabbi David Finkelstein
Bill Fowler
John Frassica
Jane Gately
Keith Gilbert
Margarita Grande  

Robert Herrera  
Jessica Herwick         
Liz Homan
Tammi Kibler
Cynthia Lasker
Marya Levenson
Kelly Linehan
Jeannette MacInnes
Tom Maehl
Gary Marchese
Janis Marchese
Bob Marcou
Cheryl Marcou
Mayor Jeannette McCarthy
Britta McNemar
Mithra Merryman
Myriam Michel
Vinodini Murugesan
Bonnie Newman
Claudia Olivero           
Alla Ovechkis

Jonathan Paz
 Mary Jo Rendon
Molyna Richards
Daniela Romero
Nuria Sanchez
Sheryl Seller
Brian Shea
Matthew Sheehy
Delia Soza
Mary Sprogell
Tom Stanley
Nadene Stein
Rachel Kramer Theodorou 
Sandra Vasquez
Pat Vasquezi
Carlos Vidal
Lizeth Wakuthii Gatei
Jonathan White
Karen Wilinski
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D O N O R S  

Champions ($5,000-$25,000)
Alice Willard Dorr Foundation

Community Foundation for MetroWest
Dr. Constance Counts

First Parish in Lincoln, UUA and UCC 
Patricia Hilpert and John Cloninger

Kristen Lucken
City of Waltham: Community Block Development Grant

Ambassadors ($2,500-$4,000)

Ben's Construction Inc.
Boston Properties

Jaci Buscher
Sarah & Lance Conrad

Rebecca Cyr
Kimberly A Elliott

Mary Fischer-Nassib
Christianne Harrison
Bernice & David King

Els Knoppers
Bryna Leeder & Bill Margolin

Juliana Leger-Fullerton & Alan Fullerton
Eve & Alan Lehmann

Jack & Elinor Marcou Charitable Foundation, 
The Marcou Family

Julie Manninen, AmFund
Britta and Don McNemar

Mithra Merryman and Michael Kan
Mount Auburn Hospital

Gwen Pojasek
Amy & Kyle Schaffer

Sarah Segreve
Kay Seligson & Nigel Kraus
Suwyn Family Foundation

Tapper Charitable Foundation 
Janet Tranquada
Kate Tranquada

Helen & Larry Yarbrough

Children's Hospital at Waltham
First Evangelical Lutheran Church

Hobbs Brook Real Estate LLC
The Linda King Memorial Fund / Waltham Partnership for Youth.

Rockland Trust Charitable Foundation
Waltham Rotary Club

Elaine Wong

Leaders ($1,000-$2,499)



Bunny Antonellis
Kathleen Atwood and John Atwood

Ballentine Partners
Bentley University

Brookline Bank
Mary Coughlan
Tracy Donsky

Dual Language School
Marianne & Stephen Duffy

Coventry Edwards-Pitt
Family ACCESS of Newton

Leslie Goodyear
Cathyann Harris
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Supporters ($250-$499)

Donors ($100-$249)

Alwina Bennett
Bob Carter

Chapel Hill-Chauncy Hall School
Mike Chen and Carolina Lara

Linda Conrad
Katharine Cunningham
Anne & Marty Dugan

Terry Eagan, Patio Records
East Cambridge Savings Bank

RoseMary & Dan Fuss
Gelineau & Associates, R.E.

Vanessa Gobiel
JF&CS Boston

Sheila & Jason Chen Lawrence
Amanda Monteforte

The Nelson Companies
Bonnie Newman

Keith Gilbert, Park Lodge Hotel Group
William Patton

Payson Park Church
Paul and Susan Pintus

Rockland Trust
Matthew Sheehy
Simply Business

Mary Sprogell
Stanton Insurance

Shirley Taylor
Anna Velella

Waltham Lion's Club

Friends ($500-$999)

Kelly Hayner Carver
Healthy Waltham

Jacqueline Herrera
Kim King

Peter Koutoujian Middlesex 
     Sheriff's Office

Cynthia Lasker
Marya Levenson
Rebecca Lloyd

Tracy & Kevin McMahon
Katie Patterson

Anne & John Pickett
RTN Federal Credit Union
Susana Saldana Sanchez

Carla Shattuck
Katherine Spalding

Peggy Strachan Brookhaven
Adrienne Sullivan

Tara Sullivan
Raul Teixeira
Johnny Tran
Julie Wack

Lizeth Wakuthii Gatei
Watertown Savings Bank
Waltham Woman's Club

Debra Whitney & Karin Wilinski
Barbara and John Williams

Gail Zunz

Connie Ahlstrom
Scott Aiello

Stephanie Angel
Kenneth Ansin

Sara Apke
Alexandra Babbist and Emily Babbist

Dr. Lawrence Ned Bailis
Marina and George Bartley

Briana Bensenouci
Chivon Black

Dr. Elizabeth Brach and Jose Marcal
Brasco & Sons

Phyllis and Lawrence Buell

Ana Carmona
Michael Carvalho

Shelly Chin
Patricia Cloonan

Renee Curtin
Mike Daniels

Debbie Dobbins
Reva Dolobowsky

Kaytie Dowcett
Elizabeth Dragone

Ruth Ehrlich
Nathan Emmens
Judy Fleischman

Barbara Foley
John Frassica
Alan Gentile

Elisse Ghitelman and John S. Allen
Laura Gomez Machiavelo

Sena Gopal and Harsha Gopal
Carol & David Greenfield

Marjorie F. Hartman
Dr. Susan Band Horwitz
Leslie Jacobson Kaye

Peggy Kaufman
Hildegunde Kaurisch-George

Scott Keefe
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Sustainers ($1-$99)

Agape Spiritual Community
Lois Alves

Timothy Bacak
Weronika Balewski

Isabelle Blankmeyer
Mariah Bliss

Jacqueline Boni
Colleen Bradley-MacArthur

Megan Bretz
Debra and Alan Brush

Marilyn Burke Tom
Ann Callahan
Judith Clapp

Virginia Connearney
Mary Coughlan
Paul Crocetti

Katherine Cunha
Drew Curd

Stacey Daley
Riley Demanche

Erica DeSolis
Janet M Driscoll

Alicia Duca
Jason Emery
Laura Erwin
Maria Fort

Velma Frank

Donors ($100-$249)

Lynsey Kraemer
Susan LaRosee Dennis
Amaral Elizabeth Lee

Sharon Lichtman
Lenore and Elliot Lobel

Silvia Luscher
Marion Magill and Marc Dohan

Justin Manning
Mayor Jeannette A. McCarthy

Carol & Brian McMahon
Stephanie McNamara

Maura McNiff
Dana Michelsen
Byron Moulton

Brad Nederhoff and Geri Nederhoff
Hilandia Neuta-Rendon

Harriet Onello
Jonathan Paz
Jacob Perkins

Susanna Peyton
Peter Pinch

Dr. Brian Reagan
Daniel Robb

Nancy & Martin Robb
Diana Rodriguez

Angel & Richard Schaffer
Stephanie & Brian Schaffhausen

Carlota Schechter

Elizabeth Singer
Taylor Smith

Elizabeth Wilcox & Lucian Snow
Amy Stitely

Rachel Kramer Theodorou
Sharalyn Trolio

Carlos Vivar Wong
Nate Voss

Meredith Wagner
Lee Warren

Joan and Mark Weinsten
Jonathan White

Diana Young
Sharyn Zunz

Mary Gambon
Jane Gately

Liza Gottsegen
Teresa Guzman and Francisco

Serratos
Sara Hamerla
Joel Hurwitz

Rosemary Intingaro
Zhenja Iosilevich

Eileen Kell
Jill Kempton
Tammi Kibler

Amy King
Mary M. Klatt
Marcy Klay

Sharlene & George Kopetski
Rachel Leeder

Rochelle Leeder
Joseph Leghorn

Isabel Levine
Marie McKenzie

Samantha McMenamy
Marci McPhee

Mary Megson James
Lillian Mendez Nir
Mariano Munoz
Hunter Munson

Janice & Dennis Ostrander

Terry Perlmutter
Nancy Rea

Maura Rodríguez
Marisol Rosario
Jennifer Rose
Nancy Salafia

Nuria Garzona Sanchez
Russell Schmuhl
Kimberly Scott

MaryJo Paradis & Thomas Smith
Sheila Smith

Stephanie South
Melissa Steiman
David Summers
Debbie Sussman

Alicia Tapper
Eve Tapper and Adam Ochlis

Robert Thompson
Maggie Townsend

Rachel Trease
Patricia Wesley Umbrell

Genevra Valvo
Carlos M Vidal
Peter Walker
James Wedell

Lynda Wik
Whittemore Elementary School

Rollyn Winters


